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Numb, 12 


LEW 


a OF THE 


STATE 


fometime ago, I cannot but give 

you the Satisfa&tion of feeing the 
Letter, whether I enter upon any Difcourfe 
of the Subjeé or no. ' 


i H= receiv'd the following Letter 


i )) 
, 
Mr. REVIEW, | : 
ih) OV promifed fometime ago to give the 
M World your Ipinion of the new Pro 
| phets, which has been expeed impatiently, and 
it is fuppos'd mighs be very nfeful at rbis Time, 
fince you fee all that bas been faid bitberto 
 ‘basno Effet, and their Number confiderably 
| fpreads in feveral Parts of the Nation—Ifyou 
‘therefore do not think fit to give your Opinion 
of their Notions and Defign,will you be pleas’d 
 golet us know a listle what yourbink ong br t0 be 


OF THE 


British NATION. 


Saturday, April 24. 1708. 


MIscELLANEA. 


done with them, and bow we ought to bebave 
our felves towards them, either to foow our 
juft Contempt of their Impoftures, or to pre- 
vens their farther deluding the ignorant and 
Abufed People: your Anfwer to sbis will be of 
Service so the People, and particularly oblige 
many of your Friends. 


It is true that I did promife to give is 
Opinion concerning the Prophets, fo call’ 
lately rifen up among uss but Things of 
more Moment, as | thougt¢, have hitherto 
diverted me, nor am I very forward to em» 
bark in that controverted Cafe now 3 yet 
to the Propofal in this Letter, J may fay 
fomething without Offence, and 1'l\ divide 
it in two Parts. 

a. AS 
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y. As to our Behaviour toward them. 

2. Asto their Condu& of themfelves. 

As to our Behaviour towards them, I 
cannot but think, that the Propofal of G2- 
malicl tothe Fews, who the Text [ays was 4 
Door of Law, in the Cafe of the Apoftles 
was. very good. Ads. v. 38, 39. Refrain 
from thefe Men, and les them alone, for if thie 
Counfel or Work be of Men, it will come to 
nought 3 but if is be of GOD, ye cannot over- 
throw it, left beppily ye are found.even to fight 
againft GOD. ie 

Now the Cafe of the Apofiles, and che 
‘Cile of thefeProphets was diametrically op- 
pofite, thatis confefs’d 3 yet the Counfel 
being aa Alternative holds good both Ways, 
the Cafe of the A poftles is fec down expref- 
ly from ‘the Mouth of their Enemies, Aas 
4. 16. What foal) we do to thefe Men, for that 
indeed anotable Miracle bath been dome by 
s'em, is manifeft 10 al them that dwell im 
Hierufalem, and we cannot deny it-—~—The 
Cafe of our Prophets, fo-faras I cam fee 
yet, for I would not wrong them, is this 5 
Thacchey have pretended to cure Diftem- 
pers, raife the Dead, &c. and madea migh- 
ty Noife of predi@ing what thall come to 
pals—— Bus to turn the Words bitberto, tbat 
NO notable Miracle bas been done by them, ws 
manifest to al thes dwell in London, and 
THEY CANNOT DENT IT. ae ie 

Fear not then.to’ let them alone, , and 
refrain from thefe Mew; for if this Counfel 
-or Work be of Men, gs we bave abundant 
Reafon to shink it is, If VCILL COME TO, 
NOUGAT, and J with all Men would leave 
it theré, and look on,.till the Ifue crowns 
the Expe@ation 3 if the Work be of GOD, 
he will cerralply give fome Teftimony to 
it, by which jt thal not fail to’ be known, 
thet itis HIS; ifit’beof Man, as we fay, 
it will have a Blaft from on High, thas fhall 
fignifiethe Divine Difpleafure to us, and 
openly teftifie that it is an Impofture. 
This Ufpeak in general, but 1 nreft fay a 
Word to Particulars. 

~(1.) They have put the whole Weight 
of their Caufle upor their Performance of 
an Eminent Miraclem=.4 mosable Miracle,‘as 
the Text calls icin another Cafe, on the 
-agth I think it is of May, (viz.) the railing 
‘@ dead Body from the Grave, a Body of 


whom it may be well faid, as of Lazarus, 
that he ftinketh, for beth his Body under- 
ground, and his Memory above has an ill 
Savour; a Perfon that living, deny’d the 
Lord that bought us, being a known Soci- 
nian, and dead, muft needs have partaken 
of Corruption, having lain in the Barth fe- 
veral Months. 

I fall readily own with them, that if the 
GOD of Life pleafes to reftore the Soul to 
this abandon’d Carcafs according to their 
Predi&ion, and in Anfwer to their Prayers, 
GOD is among them of 4 Truth, and this 
Thing is of him ; what his infcrutable Ends 
are in fo wonderful a Difpenfation, I fhall 
not attempt to think of, till I {ee the Fa& 
demonftrated But in granting this, 
¥ grant all they can.ask, and [ would caution 
the Readers of this Paper in this Particular, 
Hold them to the Point, it was their own. 
Offer, that if this did not come to pafs, 
they would own they were deluded; if it 
does come ¢o pafs, I muft own they are 
not deluded, and wait the reft. 

But now J cannot but obferve to you, that 
there feems to me a manifeft Token of their 
own Diffidence in this Operation, and that 
they find, as the Time approaches, more 
and more Reafon to doubt the Effeét an- 
{wering their Pretenfions, and forefeeing 
that a Difappointment will at once bring 
their whole Caufe_into Contempt, and 
carry off the Profelites they have made 
and therefore to lay a Foundation for the 
keeping on Foot the Delufion, and buoying 
up the Credulity of their Profelites inthe 
Reality of their Iafpirations,. they have by 
their new Champion Sir Rich. Buckley ad-- 
vanced a new Hypothefis, which if they 
can reconcile to the Nature of Prophetick 
Infpiration, I confefs, will goa great Way, 
and is therefore moft politickty advanc’ds 
but how to make it cohere with the Effence 
of Prophecy, is t9 me an unconceivable 
Myftery : His Notion is this. 

That it isnot Effeutial to conftitute a true 

Prophet, that what be propbefies foould 
COME TO PASS, 

I confefs, this is a perfe& Novelty in the 
Warld; the Scripture tells us of prophefy - 
ing, Lies, they sropbefie Lies in my Name. 
‘Mow how a Man can prophefie Lies, other. 

wile 


ee ne 


aaa i ti 


Lal 


‘wife than by prophefying what fhall aot 


come to pals, / kwow wozs it is true, that 
Gonah’s Prophecy did not come to pafs upon 


Nineveb, tho’ Nineveb was deftroy’d after— 


Tavoid the Diftinétion betweea coming to 
pafs, and the Condition of its coming to 
pafs, in Things conditionaly exprefs’d ; 
but I diftinguifhbetween abfolute and con- 
ditional Prediétion, and thus if when our 
Saviour predi&ed the Downfall of Ferufs- 
Jem, it had never come to pafs, he had not 
been atrue Prophet; now when Men ex- 
prefly prediét, that fuch a Man fhial be 
rais'd from the Dead by fucha Day, and 


jn fuch a Manner 3; if this does not come to 


pafs they muff be falfe Prophets, and pro- 
phefie Lies in the NameofGOD; to fay 


‘be foal be reisd from the Deed at Some 


other time will not anfwer the Defign, for 
not co prefcribe the Time, is faying nothing 
at all, and leaving ic Indefinite, refers it to 
the lafe Day, which needs no Prophecy co 
declare. wi 

“Whereas then they have declared’ this 
Man fhall be raifed from the Dead’ on 


fuch a Day 3 nay, let us give them a 


Week, and this:-Man is not raifed, it will 


for ever be true, that they have Prophefy’d 


a Lye 3 and I think, that will determine 


‘them Falfe Prophets, or I know not what 


will. 
New my Propofal therefore is, hold them 


to their firft Offer, that the whole Strefs of 


the Veracity and Truth of their Infpiration 
depends upon the raifing this Man from the 


“Dead, which if they failin, they muft with 
“Me pafs-for falfe Prophets. 


‘And now I am talking of raifing this Man 


froin thé Dead, I would ask a Queftion’ or 
two in the Cafe of thefe Prophets. 


4. To what purpofe is the Miracle pro- 
pofed, it muft be to confirm fome Do- 
Grine already taught, and which istmoe 

_ fufficiently believed ? Or, . 

2. It is to enforce fome new Doétrine, 
other than what has yet beentavghe ? 


__ If it be to confirm fome Doétrine already 
taught, or fix our Faith in it, then we have 
the Experiment already attempted, aad 
Heaven declaring againft ic ia the Cafe of 


hese? Ic may be, fome True Prophets zat 


Dives, who defi:'d ‘fomething might be donc 
that was Extraordinary, to caule his Bre- 
thre to Hear and Believe. GOD 
Almighty refers chem to the written Word, 


Vig. Mofes’and the Prophets ; but Dives 


prefling farther, alledgiag, Phat if {uch a 
Miracle were wrought, as ome to rife trom 
the Dead, it muft certaioly open their Eyes ; 
but the Text tells him he is miftaken, de- 
nies the Requeft as a thing that would fig- 
nifie Rothing, declaring the Word of GOD 
fufficiently furnith’d to inttru@,and affirming 
on Heavenly Authority, That they that 
thut their Bars againft the Scripture would 
not open them, if one rofe from the Dead 
to inftrué them ———-_Jf they will mot bear 
Mofes and the Prophets, neither willtbey bear 
if One arofe fromthe Dead : Thus the Mira- 
cle of railing the Dead is declared from 
Heaven to be of no ufe at all that way. 

Again, if it be toconfirm our Faith, or 
fix ic upon fomenew Doétrine, the Scrip- 
ture is exprefly againft it there too, for 
the Word fays pofitively, Jf an Angel from 
Heaven preach any other Doftrine , than 
what we bave receiv'd, let him be accurfed 4 
théfe two Examples in Scripture, I think, 
barr the the Door againft any Pretence to 
ee much iefs to Neceility of this Mis 
racle. . 

To what purpofe then will they alledge 
this Miracle isto be wroughe ? If they are 
content to fay it is to no purpofeat all, theo 
they muft be content to lec me exclude the 
Extraordinary Hand of GOD in it from 
my Faith, for He docs nothing in vain, or: 
to no purpofe. 

Perhaps this Gentleman, who alledges, 
that it is not Effential to a True Prophet, 


_thae what he Prophefies fhould come to 


pals, may alfo advance, that it is not Effen- 
tial to a Miracle, that ic fhould have any 
Signification ; but I hope they will thow 
more Reverence, to what they acknowledge 
to be the Immediate Work of GOD’s Ex- 
traordinary Power, than to fuggett it fhould 
be exerted to no Purpofe at ail. 
Now as to True Prophets having ee “2 
t ile 


fy’d what may not come to pals, at lea 


terally 3 Ineed not fay much, and ia one 
Sence it may befo 3 but what fhall we fay 


Ve 
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have Prophefy’d fomething which has not 
come to pafs: But what fhall we fay to thofe 
Prophets, who never Prophefy’d aay thing 
that did come to pals ?. 

Now tho’ this is by their own Rule no true 


‘Way Co jadge,yet let us ask them again, if ic is 


not Maté:jal, all that what you Prophefi’d 
do come to pafs,co what End do you Predi@? 


—~And this brings in a third Anfwer tomy 


-Queftion, To what Sele is this Man to be 
raifed from the Dead ? Viz, To Verify and 
Confirm the Verity of ous Infpiration ard 
Pre didiog Spirit. 

But what need is there for this, or how is 
this a Proof ? Since by Sir Richard Buckley, 
the fullfiling a Predi€ion is noc neceffary, 
god conlequently does not prave a True 

ts for if it is not Effestial to a 


Tree Prophet, that what he Prophefies” 


froutd come co pats, it: cannot be a Tefti- 
mony to the Truth of the Prophets, that 
what he Prophefies doescome to pals 3 if 
the Fairote wit) not argue the Negative ,the 
Performance cawmet argue the Afirmative ; 
the Miracle thercfore feems to me to he al- 
ps en ufefefS, and ef no manner of Sig- 
AYACation. 


I might ask them where they fuppofe the 
Soul of this Perfor, who they fay thail rife, 
is Ai(Pofed of ac this Interval, and examine, 
whether as Abrabsm {aid te Dives,the Guiph 
is not fix’d between them aod us, fo chat 

one. cansot pals back again; but this would: 
lead me into fomé Labyrioths of my own 
- Wations, too remote tothis Pirpofe 3 as to 
 Middle- Place and Converfe of Spirits Pre- 
Exiftence, &s. Things | fhafl not trouble the 
Reader with here. 

Tam loth to offer any thiag to thefe poor 
Deluded People chat is fharp or bitter 5 I 
fincerely regret their Miftake,and pity them 
in their blind Following what J own I take 
to be a Deceit ; they mesic our Compal- 
lion not our Scoffs, and therefore | cannot 
but fay, I am very forry to fee them «xpo- 
fed tothe Contempt and Indecencies of the 
Rabble And if they arefo weak, 
as co appear at the Grave of Dr. Eames, at 
the Bay prefix'd, for the Miracle of raiting 
him ; f sbink it concerns the Civil atagi- 
firate, to keepthe Mobb off by force from 
offering Violence to chem, and abufing 


oo 


them, a Thiag not very unlikely, and what 
Lexpeét may be very fatal; the Day they 
have appointed to expe& this Great M ra- 
cle being a double Holiday, aad a time 
when the Croud in the Street is not eafily ¢o 
be accounted for. 

I would have them now {tand fairly to 
their PrediQion, and not finch from it, by 
leaving room to hold faft che Nation, with- 
out any Event of the Prediétion, but as 
they have Gaged their whole Courfe on the 
raifing this Man from the Grave, let them 
confent to own, as fome of them have decla- 
red they will, That if they fail in chis A@ion 
they are deceiv’'d, and on my word, if 
they do effe&tually raife, I thall be apt to 
own, what I muft acknowledge I yet fee 
no Ground for, viz. That GOD is among 
them of a Truth. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


AN Excellent Secret to take away 

Warts; Being a noble Mineral Tincture, 
which fafely and without Trouble takes away 
the largeft and moft-ugly Warts from the 
Hands, or other Partsof the Body, fo~as ne- 
ver to return again, rendring the Places om 
which they grew as fmooth and fair, as if no 
fuch Excrefcence had ever been. It’s a ftupen= 
dious Medicine, and takes away Warts very 
foon and with the greateft Safety, Certainty 
andEafe imaginable. Is Sold only at Mr, All- 
craft’s, a Toy-Shop, atthe Blue-Coat-Boy, am 
gainft the Royal-Exchange in Cornpill, at 25. 6 dy 
a Bottle, containing enough to take away 
fifty Warts, with Directions.  - 

EP TICON, an unparalell’dMe- 

dicine, to help aweak Digeftion, and 


aa 


. procure an Appetite, abfolutely cures Hee- 


ticks, Confumptions, Afthma’s, fhortnefs of 
Breath, Ulcers and Seuffings of the Lungs, 
reftoring the radical moifture, apreienie: 
and allay 6 ‘all preternatural Heats 

Thirft, fudden flufhing in the Hands and 
Face, Vapours, @c, to admiration, removes. 
all Obftrucions in the Liver.Spleen, c.. pu- 
rifres the Blood, and renovates the whole Bo- 
dy by replenishing the Blood and Juices, with 
the True and Natural Balfamick Sulphur of 


. Life, is approved and commended by the moft 


fenfible and knowing Phyficians and Philo+ 
fophers, particularly the famous Helmont, 
Is now removed and Sold only at Mr, Law- 
rance’s Toy-Shop at the Sign of the Griffin 
the corner of the Poultry near Bucklers-Beyty 
at 2s.éd,a bottle with Directions. : 
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